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brilliantly accomplished the results should have been caught within the nexus 
of the higher diplomacy, that their publication should have been delayed for 
several years, and that this alert young officer, after displaying a genius for 
field work in geography, should have been condemned to rust in garrison. The 
field of his labor was in the southern tier of the Kamerun, the immediately ad- 
jacent northern tier of Gabun, and he also presents a summary sketch of the 
Spanish territory of Guinea, which marches with the two larger territories upon 
their Atlantic face. The geographical results of this survey are stated with 
delightful precision. It was really a task of running lines and of setting monu- 
ments. Incident thereto the field notes detail with panoramic precision the 
essential nature of the whole terrain traversed, we thus have from this survey 
a very full account of the principal line extending irregularly north and south 
of the second parallel of north latitude from 9 East almost to 14 East, where 
this line terminates on the bank of the River Sangha ; to which is added a simi- 
lar reconnaissance of the three landward boundaries of Spanish Guinea, the 
whole supplemented by several considerable excursions through hitherto un- 
explored territory. The accompanying papers go quite extensively into the 
anthropology of the region, less enthusiastically into the ethnography and lin- 
guistics, and touch lightly but accurately upon the collections in natural history. 

William Churchill. 

ASIA 

From Constantinople to the Home of Omar Khayyam. Travels in 
Transcaucasia and Northern Persia for Historic and Literary Research. By 
A. V. Williams Jackson, xxxiii and 316 pp. Map, ills., index. Macmillan Co., 
New York, 1911. $3.50. 9x6^.. 

To have produced page after page of accurate notes of travel, accompanied 
by historical sketches and enlivened by comment born of cultured thought, is 
the task of which the author has acquitted himself with credit. The reader's 
interest is awakened from the first by the transition from Occidental to Oriental 
life plainly discernible in the Turkish capital. Professor Jackson's sojourn on 
the shores of the Bosphorus must have been brief, however. Else why should 
he have need to quote Pliny either on the possibility of persons conversing with 
each other from bank to bank, or on dogs being heard barking or birds singing 
across the straits. 

The first part of the journey was made through that portion of Russian ter- 
ritory which is peopled mostly by Mohammedans. The numerous architectural 
monuments inspired by the genius of this creed are described with much minute- 
ness. In Baku the blending of the old and new is laid before the reader's eyes 
in the shifting scenes evoked by modern industry thriving on the site of vanished 
splendor. The technical reader might possibly be disappointed with the account 
of the activity prevailing at the world-renowned oil-fields. The general reader, 
however, will derive all the information of use to him. On the whole, it is the 
scholar who will be especially interested by the contrasts between the spirit of 
modernism revealed by the forest of derricks raised near the now abandoned 
shrines of the ancient fire-worshippers, whose Hindu origin is sustained by the 
author in lieu of its more generally ascribed Persian genesis. Beyond and 
towards the north, historic Derbent is pictured as it now stands, shorn of its 
former strategic importance. 

Over the Caspian Sea and as the reader is led into northern Persia, the nar- 
rative teems with facts proving the restless activity displayed by the Russians in 
their steady endeavor to gain access to an ice-free harbor by absorbing the 
land of the Persian. The author's route coincided with or skirted Alexander 
the Great's tracks. The changes occurring along these ancient highways from 
the time they were overrun by Persian cohorts to the modern days of Persian 
supremacy, and then again to the period of present decadence, flit through the 
mind in kaleidoscopic sweeps of vision that add much zest to further research. 

A note of sadness enters into the account of the pilgrimage to Omar Khay- 
yam's grave. Devotees of the poet-philosopher will learn with regret what 
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little remembrance of his versatile genius now lives in the minds of the de- 
scendants of his townsmen. 

The spelling of Oriental names and words will probably be found incorrect 
by those whose vernacular is either Persian, Arabic or Turkish. If the author's 
intention has been to retain the native pronunciation, we fail to see why the 
forms "Muhammad, amrud, shahr, beg, Nasir ad-Din," and so on, in endless 
succession, should have been used instead of the indigenous versions of "Mo- 
hammed, armud, shehir, bey, Nassreddin." They smack of sixteenth and seven- 
teenth century travelers' indifference to accuracy which has been dispelled by 
modern Oriental studies. While no such negligence can be imputed in the 
present case, on account of the consistency in the forms adopted, the departure 
from the original pronunciation leads one to wonder at its cause. 

A glimpse of Persia at play with its liberal form of government is also 
obtained by the perusal of the text. It may be said that a large share of the 
book's value lies in the description of this country as the author saw it in its 
present state. Much of the historical information crowded in the text exists in 
the works of earlier travelers. Our thanks are due to Professor Jackson for 
cprrecting in many instances the errors of his predecessors as well as for the 
new material picked up along the less-known sections of his route. The large 
number of photographs contribute materially to increase our knowledge of the 
regions he has visited. Leon Dominian. 

Landes- und Volkskunde Palastinas. Von Dr. Gustav Holscher. Samm- 
lung Goschen. 16S pp. Map, ills., index. G. J. GSschen, Leipzig, 1907. 
80 pfg. 6x4. 

This little hand-book remains one of the most reliable and useful descrip- 
tions of the Palestine of to-day. Especially useful is its analysis of the topo- 
graphy of this historic land and its description of the present inhabitants. Un- 
fortunately, it lacks a suitable map equipment. The' one map* provided is so 
congested with names that it is almost useless. Travelers in Palestine will 
find the information compacted in this little volume of great service. It is a 
worthy companion of the other volumes in the same series. 

Charles F. Kent. 

Die indischen Grosstadte. Von Dr. Karl Goes. Statist, und Natiorfal- 
ekonomische Abhandl., Hefi 7. 93 pp. Tabellen. Ernst Reinhardt, Munchen, 
iqio. Mk. 5. io}4 x tyi.. 

Pamphlet in form and ancillary to the census returns of the British Govern- 
ment in India, the care with which these statistics have been compiled for com- 
parison enables the author to point out clearly an interesting detail of the 
method of imperial government in the peninsula of India. There is nothing in 
the history of British India from the days of the Honorable East India Com- 
pany to the present administration to suggest that the British have been guided 
by a theory of government, that they have ever been other than haphazard in 
their methods. But in capable hands these figures are made to show that a 
power which not even slipshod administration could override has been leading 
Great Britain surely in the direction of the economic conquest of India, a matter 
far other than the mere political conquest which has cost such treasure of blood 
and gold. In these tables the author shows how the industrial and social con- 
quest is working itself out in the great cities of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and 
others of less note. William Churchill. 

La Grande Artere de la Chine. Le Yangtseu. Tar Joseph Dautremer. 
304 pp. Ills., map, index. E. Guilmoto, Paris, ion. Fr. 6. 95 5%. 

This book is not a study in potamology but a "Landerkunde" of the provinces 
of China which are watered by the Yangtse River and its tributaries. The 
first chapter describes the river itself; it is followed by several chapters on 
China as a whole, describing the origin and character of the Chinese, their 

* Listed under "Turkey in Asia" (second entry) in Bui/., Vol. 44, No. 4, April, 1912, p. 319. 



